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Why Do We Need to Increase Sewer Rates?

Continue to Comply with Government Mandates 

MassDEP Administrative Consent Order (2005)

Á Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (Completed 2021)

Á Remove infiltration / inflow (To date - $72 million multi-phase program eliminated 6 million gallons of I/I)

USEPA Administrative Order (2008)

Á Eliminate Combined Sewer Overflows (16 CSOs removed ï1 CSO remaining)

WWTF Discharge Permit

Á New discharge limits including total nitrogen removal

Á NPDES Permit deadline 2026
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Why Do We Need to Increase Sewer Rates?

Sewer Operational Needs

Operation and Maintenance Cost Increases: Wastewater Treatment Facility and Collection System 

Á Operations contracts expire August 2023 ïwith Special Legislation anticipate contract extension

Significant Wastewater Infrastructure Upgrades to comply with Government Mandates

Á Main Lift Sewage Pump Station - $10.5 Million

Á Wastewater Treatment Facility - $86 Million

Future Sewer System Infrastructure Upgrades to Comply with Government Mandates

Á Pump stations ïthe City is responsible for 39 pump stations ïoldest built in 1950

Á Sewer mains ïthe City manages over 177 miles of sewer main ïsome constructed in the 1870s

Á Assessing groundwater discharge ïreinforce compliance and increase flow capacity for growth
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Infrastructure Upgrades: Main Lift Pump Station and WWTF 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT STATUS CONSTRUCTION  
COST (approx.)

Main Lift PS Ongoing ςNew Phase 
Awarded July 2022

$ 10.5 Million

WWTF: Solids Handling 75% Complete $6 Million

WWTF: Phase I 50% Complete $30 Million

WWTF Phase II Awarded July 2022 $50 Million

TOTAL $96.5 Million
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Main Lift Pump Station Construction

Main Lift Foundation Construction Influent Sewer and FM Construction
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WWTF CONSTRUCTION HISTORY
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